


Constructing a Narrative:
Writing about STEM for a Specific Audience



Webinar Goals
● Learn practices in writing for accessibility, readability, and voice. 

● Explore how to use these strategies in onsite and online applications to 

incorporate STEM topics into history exhibits.

● Practice different methods for clear and concise writing for your institution's 

primary audience using road construction as an example.



Overview
● Audience

● Accessibility

● Readability 

● Voice



Audience
● How do you determine your 

primary audience? 

● What if you have more than one?

● What can you learn about them and 

how can you do that?



Audience
● Will your exhibitions look different 

because of this primary audience?

● What choices will you make about 

your writing style because of who they 

are?



Accessibility 
● Think of ADA compliance as only 

the beginning

● How does the physicality of your 

space impact the way that your 

audience reads your narrative?



Accessibility 



Readability
How does the visual design help visitors to understand what is important? 

What hierarchy of information are you creating? 



Readability

The big black dog ferociously attacked and 

sank his teeth into the mailman and ran away 

with his delicious pastrami and egg 

sandwich.

54.8

The big black dog bit the mailman and stole 

his sandwich. 

95.7

From “The Writer” online readability checker



Readability



Voice
● What if you are talking about the same 

topic across a variety of platforms?

● How can you ensure that you have a 

consistent voice in your exhibition text vs 

online content vs programming?

● What does a consistent voice even mean?



Voice



Voice (in exhibition text)

Imagine you are a farmer with a cotton crop ready for market. 

It has been raining for two weeks, and the only road between 

you and town is a soupy mess. That often was the reality for 

Texas farmers before 1949. 

In the late 1930s, the Texas Highway Department started 

paving the dirt roads between farms and the towns where 

they sold their goods. In 1949, the state government set aside 

$15 million a year to construct roads that would “get the 

farmer out of the mud.” By 1957, the farm-to-market (FM) 

road system was 30,000 miles long. Today, farm-to-market 

roads account for over half of the Texas highway system.



Voice (on website, broad)



Voice (on website, specific)



Voice (in social media posts)



Join Us for An Activity!
Using physical materials that TxDOT has loaned to the Bullock Museum to represent 

layers of road construction materials, we’ll work together to create one 65-word label 

for our imagined audience.

Thursday, June 10 at 2pm or Friday, June 11 at 10am

Tell Us About Your Own Work!
Bring your institution’s STEM-based project in any stage of development and we’ll 

workshop it with colleagues across the state.

Thursday, July 29 at 2pm or Friday, July 30 at 10am


